'I had now come to the conclusion that the cultivation of A gift to the modern school of English art was well worth while and I Man-decided that this must be my definite policy. I think I may chester say that I have consistently carried it out up to the present day as you may observe from the works on these walls of such painters as Vanessa Bell, Duncan Grant, Mark Gertler, Eric Kennington, Henry Lamb, Wyndham Lewis, J. B. Hanson, John and Paul Nash, C. R. W. Nevinson, Lucien Pissarro, F. J. Porter, William Roberts and Edward Wads-worth, and amongst sculptors, Frank Dobson, Jacob Epstein, Eric Gill and William Sirnmonds,
1 may say incidentally that later on I began to collect examples of ancient oriental pottery, bronzes and carvings which developed into an ever-increasing mania. I felt, however, that my duty was with the living as well as with the dead, and that my present-day artists, in many cases unrecognised, were morally entitled to support.
'I felt too that works of art ought to be accessible to all who desire to enjoy them. It seems to me that a possessor of works of art is a trustee to the public and is not entitled to keep them to himself. It was perhaps easier in my case to maintain this ideal because I found that I had accumulated more than I could actually hang. I came to feel that its circulation in groups amongst a number of galleries, schools of art and other educational bodies might have great advantages over a permanent home in one gallery. I experimented with this idea in my native city and commenced some years ago to lend original drawings as well as reproductions of ancient and modern paintings and sculpture to the Bradford School of Arts and Crafts. It occurred to me that the scheme of borrowing originals and reproductions from London had the drawback that the loans to schools of art are usually made for a minimum period of a year. I felt that the students lost interest in them after the first session and I decided that my loan should be changed for each of the three terms. I have reason to believe that my policy has met with approval, not only from those in charge but from the students themselves. 149